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CHAPTER 115

extension of duties of auxiliary personnel dental HYGIENE

Rule 115.1     Definitions.

The following words and terms, when used in this section, shall have the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.

(1) 
Dental Hygienist - One who possesses the qualifications prescribed by the laws of this state and who possesses a valid certificate and current registration receipt issued by the Texas State Board of Dental Examiners to so practice.

(2)
Irreversible - an act that is "irreversible" is not capable of being reversed or corrected.  This term includes, but is not limited to, the result of intra-oral use of any laser for any purpose including all or part of a whitening process.

(3)
Root Planing - A definitive treatment procedure designed to remove cementum or surface dentin that is rough, impregnated with calculus, or contaminated with toxins or microorganisms.

(4) 
Scaling - Instrumentation of the crown and root surfaces of the teeth to remove plaque and calculus from these surfaces.

(5) 
Supervising Dentist - The term "supervising dentist" as used in these rules relating to the practice of dental hygiene, shall mean a dentist licensed by the State Board of Dental Examiners, who is responsible for monitoring the services to be performed by the dental hygienist.  The supervising dentist must have and maintain a doctor patient relationship with any patient to whom any dental hygienist under his or her supervision provides services.

(6) 
General Supervision - In this section, "general supervision" means supervision of a dental hygienist by a supervising dentist, where the dentist may or may not be present when the dental hygienist performs the dental hygiene procedures.

SOURCE: The provisions of this rule 115.1 amended to be effective June 28, 1985, 10 TexReg 1971; amended to be effective October 20, 1997, 22 TexReg 10133; amended to be effective July 7, 2001.

Rule 115.2    Permitted Duties.

In addition to those duties identified in the Texas Occupations Code, Section 262.152, a dental hygienist may perform the following services and procedures in the dental office of his/her supervising dentist or dentists who are legally engaged in the practice of dentistry in this state or under the supervision of a supervising dentist in an alternate setting.

(1) 
apply pit and fissure sealants 

(A) dental hygienists who graduated from a dental or dental hygiene school accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association after December 31, 1980 may do so without obtaining a certificate from the SBDE;

(B) dental hygienists who graduated from a dental or dental hygiene school accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association before December 31, 1980, must obtain certification from the SBDE to apply sealants.  Certification to apply pit and fissure sealants in Texas may be obtained by submitting a written request to the SBDE accompanied by proof of course completion.
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(2)
monitor patients receiving nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation conscious sedation only after obtaining certification  issued  by  the  State  Board  of  Dental Examiners and only under the direct supervision of a 

Texas licensed dentist.  Certification may be obtained by successful completion of the certification examination offered by the State Board of Dental Examiners.

SOURCE:  The provisions of this rule  115.2 amended to be effective April 18, 1979, 4 TexReg 1209; amended to be effective October 10, 1979, 4 TexReg 3502; amended to be effective October 11, 1979, 4 TexReg 3502; amended to be effective June 12, 1980, 5 TexReg 2187; amended to be effective April 19, 1984, 9 TexReg 1947; amended to be effective September .1, 1986, 11 TexReg 3349; amended to be effective February 1, 1988, 12 TexReg, 4473; amended to be effective January 5, 1990, 14 TexReg 6756, amended to be effective February 21, 1990, 15 TexReg 707; amended to be effective July 17, 1990, 15 TexReg 3804. This Section cited in 22, § 115.10 (relating to Radiologic Procedures), amended to be effective February 20, 1992, 17 TexReg 1095; amended to be effective March 18, 1997, 22 TexReg 2495; amended to be effective July 7, 2001.

Rule 115.3     Institutional Employment.

(a) 
Custodial care institutions (either public or private or which qualify as a "hospital" or "school") may be allowed to employ a dental hygienist when a licensed dentist is on the staff of such institution and after approval by the State Board. Any hygienist employed by such institution is subject to the same laws and rules pertaining to supervision and responsibility as a hygienist in the employ of a dentist in private practice.

(b) 
A licensed hygienist may perform those duties permitted by Board Rule in a long-term health care facility licensed by the State of Texas, provided all such duties performed must be on patients of record and under the supervision and responsibility of a dentist.

(c) 
Locations for the performance of a dental procedure other than those named in the Dental Practice Act must be approved by the Board as a proper location prior to commencing such procedure in the location.

SOURCE: The provisions of this rule  115.3 adopted to be effective May 28, 1979, 4 TexReg 1766; amended to be effective March 9, 1984, 9 TexReg 1222; amended to be effective May 29, 1986, 11 TexReg 2310, amended to be effective February 20, 1992, 17 TexReg 1095.

Rule 115.4     Placement of Site Specific Subgingival Medicaments.

Pursuant to Article 4551e,  Section 1 (d), the placement and removal of site specific subgingival medicaments may be delegated to a Texas licensed dental hygienist under the direct supervision of, and in the office of, a Texas licensed dentist, only after scaling and root planing.

(1)  Site specific subgingival medicaments are considered to be of "topical" nature and are agents approved for use by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).

(2) The responsibility for diagnosis, treatment planning, the prescription of therapeutic measures, and re-evaluation, shall remain with a Texas licensed dentist and may not be delegated to any dental hygienist or dental assistant.

(3) 
The placement of site specific subgingival medicaments may not be assigned to a dental assistant.

(4) 
The Texas licensed dentist shall be responsible for identifying, selecting, and obtaining training that, in the dentist's reasoned opinion, will bring the dentist and dental hygienist to clinical competency prior to delegating the application of site specific subgingival medicaments to a dental hygienist.

SOURCE:  The provisions of rule 115.4 adopted to be effective October 20, 1997, 22 TexReg 10133.
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Rule 115.5
Dental Hygienists practicing in long term care facilities and school-based health centers.

(a) 
A dentist may delegate to a Texas licensed dental hygienist authorization to perform a service, task or procedure for patients whom the dentist has not seen within the past twelve months when conditions are met as follows: 

 (1) 
The dentist provides express authorization in writing which must include

(A) 
the dentist's name;

(B) 
the dental hygienist's name;

(C) 
the patient's name;

(D) 
the name and address of the location where service is to be provided;

(E) 
the date of the authorization; and

(F) 
those procedures the dentist specifically authorizes the hygienist to perform, including those procedures necessary to allow subsequent clinical evaluation by a dentist;

(2) 
The dentist has verified that the dental hygienist has at least two years experience as a dental hygienist; and

(3) 
The service, task or procedure must be performed in either:

(A) 
a nursing facility as defined in the Health and Safety Code, Section 242.301; or

(B) 
a school-based health center as defined by the Education Code, Section 38.011, as amended by Chapter 1418, Acts of the 76th Legislature, Regular Session.

 (b)
The dental hygienist must refer patients treated under the provisions of this rule to a dentist by notification in writing of the dentist's name and address.  Such notification must be provided to the patient or a person legally responsible for the patient, the authorizing dentist, the referral dentist, and copies to the patient's medical record. This notification must include a statement of services, tasks, and procedures performed. 

(c) 
A dental hygienist, after having performed the services, tasks or procedures under this rule, may not provide a second set of services, tasks or procedures for the patient until the patient has been seen by either the dentist who delegated to the hygienist the authority or by a dentist to whom the patient was referred.

(d) 
The nursing facility or school-based health center must agree to include information provided pursuant to subsection (b) of this section in the patient's medical records. 

SOURCE:  The provisions of this rule 115.5 adopted to be effective December 2001.

Rule 115-6 – 115.19   (OPEN)

Rule 115.20     Dental Hygiene Advisory Committee - Purpose and Composition

(a) 
The Dental Hygiene Advisory Committee is established pursuant to Texas Civil Statutes, Section 262.054 for the purpose of advising the Board on matters relating to dental hygiene.

(b) 
Members of the advisory committee serve staggered six-year terms.  A member may serve only one-six year term.
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(c) 
The Board shall annually evaluate the Committee's work, its usefulness, and the costs related to the Committee's work to include agency staff time in support of the Committee's activities. 

(d) 
The Committee shall elect from among its members a presiding officer who shall serve for one year and who shall report to the Board on Committee activities as may be required but no less often than annually.

(e) 
An advisory committee member is entitled to the per diem set by the General Appropriations Act and may receive reimbursement for travel expenses, including expenses for meals and lodging.

SOURCE:  The provisions of this rule 115.20 adopted to be effective March 9, 1994, 19 TexReg 1328; amended to be effective June, 1999; amended to be effective December 2001.
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